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thirdlyj its connection with the history of the various trends in the socialist movement.
What is the economic essence of defencism in the war of 1914-15? The bourgeoisie of all the Great Powers are waging the wax for the purpose of partitioning and exploiting the world, for the purpose of oppressing other nations. A few crumSbs of the huge profits of the 'bourgeoisie may fall to the share of a small circle of the labour bureaucracy, the labour aristocraicy, and the petty^bourgeois fellow-travellers. The class basis of social-chauvinism and of opportunism is the same, namely, the alliance between a thin stratum of privileged workers and "their" national bourgeoisie -against the masses of the working class; the alliance between the lackeys of the bourgeoisie and the bourgeoisie against the class the latter is exploiting.
Opportunism and social-chauvinism have the same political content, namely, class collaboration, repudiation of the dictatorship of the proletariat, repudiation of revolutionary action, unconditional recognition of bourgeois legality, lack of confidence in the proletariat, confidence in the bourgeoisie. Social-chauvinism is the direct continuation and consummation of English liberal-labour politics^ of Millerandism and Bernsteinism. \                                           i
The struggle between the two main trends in the working-class movement, between revolutionary Socialism and opportunist Socialism, fills the entire epoch from 1889 to 1914. Ait the presen/t time also, in every comntry, there are two main trends which diverge on the question of the attitude to be taken towards the war. Let us not resort to the bourgeois and opportunist method of referring to> personalities. Let us taike the trends observed in a number of countries. Let ins take ten European countries: Germany, England, Russia, Italy, Holland, Sweden, Bulgaria, Switzerland, Belgium and France. In the first eight countries the division into an opportunist and a revolutionary trend corresponds to the division into ^ooral^dhiauvinists and